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AMENDMENT TO TFTF PT aTmsi j 
1- (currendy tended) An apparatus comprising a^rnmifrm ntia l ly CAtu i d hm at least one windage 
plate adapted for placement adjacent at least one rotatable surface mat is at fe- j ^ny 
surrounded by a shroud airfare, th* pW ^mpririns: '< 

an inner circumfagncg that is in close r^tv to an gdg g of the at hW one 

rotatable surface; j 
an outer ckcumference that is adjacent tfag s hroud surface; ! 
an edge surface that extends between the innar gggnfagng „nd ifag ^uter circtirn'fer^ 
of the plate and configured to extend adjacent a movement path of anj access 
element across the rotatable surface, said edge surface supporting a ramp structure 
adapted to receivingly support said access element at a position away film the 
rotatable surface. 

■ 
I 

2. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the windage plate is configured coaxialjy adjacent 
and substantially parallel to said rotating element ! 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the rotatable surface is characterized as a 
recording surface of a data recording disc and the access element is characterized as W data 
transducing head of a data storage device. ! 

i 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access element is hydrodvnamically supported 
by fluidic currents established by rotation of the rotatable surface. 

i 
■ 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein the edge surface is characterized as a selected one 
of a leading edge and a trailing edge, wherein the leading edge and the trailing edge cooperate to 
form a gap iirea to pernut access for the access element. 
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6. (original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the ramp structure is supported by sai J leading 
edge so that fluidic currents established by rotation of the rotatable surface pass thi access 
element unrnediately prior to passing the ramp structure. j 

i 
| 
i 

7. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the ramp structure is supported by saioj trailing 
edge so that fluidic currents established by rotation of the rotatable surface pass tile ramp 
structure immediately prior to passing the access element. | 

i 

8. (original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein at least a selected one of the leading and'^aihng 
edges comprise a dam comprising a localized increase in thickness as compared to reniaining 
portions of the plate to restrict fluidic flow of fluidic currents established by rotation of said m 
rotatable surface. ! CO 

i h 

! > 

9. (ongmal) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein at least a selected one of the leading and Uling > 
edges comprises a tapered surface comprising a localized decrease in thickness as compared to £ 

remaining portions of the plate. \ CD 

f— 

! in 

10. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the rotatable surface is characterized as a disc g 
surface having an innermost diameter (E>) and an outermost diameter (OD), and wherein the "0 
ramp structure is disposed adjacent a selected one of the ID and OD ! 

i 

i 

11. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the ramp structure comprises an inclined surface 
which is skewed with respect to the movement path of the access element so that the access 
element passes along the inclined surface as the ramp structure receives said element j 

12. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the ramp structure further comprises a 
latching feature which inhibits movement of the access element along the inclined surface, j 
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13 . (cuirently amended) An apparatus, comprising: j 
ai l e astone rotatable surface surrounded at p artially h Y a sh roud surface : ! 
an access element moveable along a movement path adjacent the at least one L ^Mn 
surface; ; 

a stationary, eircunuWtially . e xtending windage plate adjacent th e at least one roratable 
surface comprising an inner circumference that is j n close proximity to an inn* 
edge of the at least one rotatable surfer. ^ an outer rirr.umference aH^ ^Unt th«> 
shroud surface and a n edge surface disposed adjacent the movement path that 
ext ends between the inner circumferen^ m< \ the outer rim,mW ; ™a i 

a ramp structure supported by the edge surface which receivingly supports thej access 
element at a position away from the rotatable surface. j 

! 

14. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rotatable surface is characterized as a 
recording surface of a data recording disc and the access element is characterized as! a data 
transducing head of a data storage device. 

j 
! 

I 

15. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the access element is hydrodynamically 
supported by fluidic currents established by rotation of the rotatable surface. ! 

16. (origin^) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the edge surface is characterized as a selected 
one of a leading edge and a trailing edge, wherein the leading edge and the trailing edge 
cooperate to form a gap area to permit access for the access element ! 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rotatable surface is characterized as ja disc 
surface having an innermost diameter (ID) and an outermost diameter (OD), and wherein the 
ramp structure is disposed adjacent a selected one of the ID and OD. I 
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1 8. (original) Tie apparatus of claim 1, wherein the ramp structure comprises an inclined surface 
which is skewed with respect to the movement path of the access element so that the access 
element passes along the inclined surface as the ramp structure receives said element '■ 

: 
! 

1 9. (currently amended) A data storage device, comprising: 

aiJsastone rotatable data storage surface surrounded at least partial bv a ghroud [surface; 
a data transducing head moveable along a movement path adjacent the rotatable surface- 
and ; 

first means having an inner circiimfcran^ t h at is in cln.^ p^ximitv to an iW gjg e ^ 
the at least one rotatable surface, an nnter c ircumference that is adiadent th» 
shrpud surface, the first meang _ f or effecting positioning control of the head during 
operational and deactivated modes of the device. j 

20. (new) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the inner circumference of the plate comprises a 
non-continuous, circular inner circumference and the outer circumference of the plate comprises 
a non-continuous, circular outer circumference. 
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